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Synopsis

2001 ECPA Gold Medallion (Reference Works) The Dictionary of New Testament Background joins
the Dictionary of Jesus and the Gospels, the Dictionary of Paul and His Letters and the Dictionary of
the Later New Testament and Its Developments as the fourth in a landmark series of reference
works on the Bible. In a time when our knowledge of the ancient Mediterranean world has grown by
leaps and bounds, this volume sets out for readers the wealth of Jewish and Greco-Roman
background that should inform our reading and understanding of the New Testament and early
Christianity. The Dictionary of New Testament Background takes full advantage of the flourishing
study of the Dead Sea Scrolls and offers individual articles focused on the most important scrolls. In
addition, the Dictionary encompasses the fullness of second-temple Jewish writings, whether
pseudepigraphic, rabbinic, parables, proverbs, histories or inscriptions. Articles abound on aspects
of Jewish life and thought, including family, purity, liturgy and messianism. The full scope of
Greco-Roman culture is displayed in articles ranging across language and rhetoric, literacy and
book culture, religion and cults, honor and shame, patronage and benefactors, travel and trade,
intellectual movements and ideas, and ancient geographical perspectives. No other reference work
presents so much in one place for students of the New Testament. Here an entire library of
scholarship is made available in summary form. The Dictionary of New Testament Background can
stand alone or work in concert with one or more of its companion volumes in the series. Written by
acknowledged experts in their fields, this wealth of knowledge of the New Testament era is carefully
aimed at the needs of contemporary students of the New Testament. And its full bibliographies and
cross-references to other volumes in the series will make it the first book to reach for in any

investigation of the New Testament in its ancient setting.
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Customer Reviews

"If there’s only one book that a student can get on NT background, then this has to be it. Its breadth
and depth is unmatched by anything that I've had access to in my studies." (Nick Norelli, Rightly
Dividing the Word of Truth (rdtwot.wordpress.com), June 16, 2008)"An excellent resource for
students who are eager to continue their research into the cultural contexts of the New Testament.
Although it is a bit beyond most beginners, that is an advantage to those who need an intermediate

level vehicle." (David W. Chapman, Presbyterion: Covenant Seminary Review 32, no. 2)

Craig A. Evans (PhD, Claremont) is an internationally known and respected New Testament
scholar, apologist and author who serves as the John Bisagno Distinguished Professor of Christian
Origins at Houston Baptist University. He has written extensively on the historical Jesus and the
Jewish background of the New Testament era. A prolific writer, Evans has published more than
seventy books and over 500 journal articles and reviews, and his books have been translated into
several languages. His academic and popular books include Jesus and the Jihadis, Fabricating
Jesus, From Jesus to the Church: The First Christian Generation, Jesus, The Final Days: What
Really Happened (co-authored with N. T. Wright), Jesus and His Contemporaries, Matthew (in the
Word Biblical Commentary) and Ancient Texts for New Testament Studies. His edited volumes
include Studying the Historical Jesus, Dictionary of New Testament Background and Christian
Beginnings and the Dead Sea Scrolls. Evans has lectured at several prominent universities and
seminaries around the world, including Cambridge, Durham and Oxford in the United Kingdom,
Princeton and Yale in the United States, and Hebrew University and Ben Gurion University in Israel.
Uniquely skilled to communicate biblical scholarship through the media, Dr. Evans has reaffirmed
the uniqueness and supremacy of Jesus Christ to millions of people on television, radio and in print
media including Dateline NBC, National Geographic Channel, Discovery Channel, The History
Channel, The BBC, New York Times, Global TV, Wall Street Journal and The Washington Post. In
addition, he served as consultant for The Bible television miniseries, viewed by over 100 million
Americans.Stanley E. Porter (Ph.D., University of Sheffield) is president, dean and professor of New
Testament at McMaster Divinity College in Hamilton, Ontario. At McMaster he also holds the Roy A.

Hope Chair in Christian Worldview. He is the author of numerous studies in the New Testament and



Greek language, including The Paul of Acts: Essays in Literary Criticism, Rhetoric, and Theology;
Idioms of the Greek New Testament and Verbal Aspect in the Greek of the New Testament, with
Reference to Tense and Mood. He has also edited volumes such as History of Classical Rhetoric in

the Hellenistic Period, 330 B.C.-A.D. 400 and Handbook to Exegesis of the New Testament.

This volume is in the huge series from IVP on all areas of the bible. This book is a must have for any
series pastor or student of the NT. | have used this several times in my study for sermons, papers,
or just general questions | have had regarding background issues and the NT. | gave it 4/5 stars
due to the need for a second edition. The editors at IVP have already processed the printing of a
2nd edition of Jesus and the Gospels, and | think it's time for a second edition of this volume as

well. That being said, you cannot down play the significance of this volume and the series.

Perfect

WHiile this is a recent purchase, | have looked up several topics and have been very satisfied at the
scholarship and thoroughness. For example, there were 7 pages of explanation on Messianic ideas
and their development in the time of our Lord. Any Bible teacher of the Gospels would especially
benefit in preparations by gaining valuable background information.

great addition to my library

| have purchased most of these books for my husband and they are all very good and helpful.l
cannot elaborate on content, but he is a religion major and all of these have been super helpful and
chalk full of information.

very satisfying,and helpful

This book is informative and a must have as it helps to explain some of the traditions and perhaps

what the author may have been trying to convey. The book is set up by chapter and verse!

As expected
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